SASL CODE OF CONDUCT – COACHES
· Coaches are responsible for their own conduct as well as the conduct of their assistant coaches, players and spectators.

THE COACH AS AN EXAMPLE

The behavior of the coach is the most important guide for player and spectator behavior. The coach can exert strong player and spectator control by example he/she sets, and by using a few words of caution directed at the appropriate party when necessary.
PRINCIPLES EXECTATIONS

· SASL believes in the principles of fair play, ethical behavior and the right of every individual to fully enjoy the sport of soccer without undue interference from others.

· SASL believes that every participant has a duty to respect the right of competitors to hold conflicting views.

· SASL therefore expects its coaches, players, referees and spectators, as well as their friends and families to deal with conflicts in a spirit of good sportsmanship and to cooperate in promoting the enjoyment of soccer to the greatest extent possible.
· SASL expects adherence to both the spirit and the letter of its Rules and Laws of the Game. Illegal, unfair, rowdy, violent, dangerous and unsportsmanlike behavior will not be tolerated, whether on the field of play or away from the playing area.

· SASL expects all participants to show respect for opponents, regardless of their skill.

Since SASL activities usually involve children from a very young age and since children are influenced by the behavior of adults, adult participants will be held to the very highest standards of conduct.
UNACCEPTABLE CONDUCT

· Vulgarity by coaches, players or spectators directed towards anyone.

· Harassment of referees, coaches or players by anyone.

· Debasement of referees, coaches or players by anyone.

· Physical violence or threat of violence directed toward anyone or encouraged by anyone.

· Verbal or physical assault on a referee. Physical assault is defined as any physical contact initiated by player, coach, team official, spectator, elected officer or appointed official.

· Consumption of alcoholic beverages in and around the playing area before, during or after match.

· Use of illegal drugs under any circumstance.

SASL Code of Ethics
I hereby pledge as a SASL Coach by following the SASL Coaches Code of Ethics: 

I will place the emotional and physical well being of my players ahead of a personal desire to win.

I will treat each player as an individual, remembering the large range of emotional and physical development for the same age group.

I will do my best to provide a safe playing situation for my players.

I will promise to review and practice basic first aid principles needed to treat injuries of my players.

I will do my best to organize practices that are fun and challenging for all my players.

I will lead by example in demonstrating fair play and sportsmanship to all my players.

I will provide a sports environment for my team that is free of drugs, tobacco, and alcohol, and I will refrain from their use at all youth sports events.

I will be knowledgeable in the rules of each sport that I coach, and I will teach these rules to my players.

I will use those coaching techniques appropriate for all of the skills that I teach.

I will remember that I am a youth sports coach, and that the game is for children and not adults.

I have read this Code of Coaching Conduct and Ethics. I understand its requirements and agree to abide by the letter and spirit of this Code. 
Coaches Name                                           Age Group       Team Name

_______________________________     _________       _______________________

Date:   ___ / ___ / ___

